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Abstract

This study aims to demonstrate the intentional features of poetic discourse in the poetry of
people with disabilities in the book (Al-Bursan, Al-Urjan, Al-Amyan, and Al-Hawlan) by the
literary critic Abu Uthman Al-Jahiz (d. 255 AH). This study applies the mechanisms of one of the
linguistic terms and the important axes of the pragmatic approach. This is done in order to arrive at
the intentions behind the creation of the rhetorical significance of the poetry of people with
disabilities in the book under study, and to reveal the interactive cycle between the creator of the
poetic discourse and the level of reception and response to poetic texts issued by poets afflicted
with disabilities, presented to us by Abu Uthman Al-Jahiz in various forms. Undoubtedly, the
literary text issued by an addressee with a disability differs from that issued by other able-bodied
people, and reflects a psychological, emotional, social, and cultural impact on the addressee. From
this perspective, this study comprises three sections that address the levels of speaker intentionality
and the meaning and image the speaker seeks to convey to the recipient. The first section addresses
context and its impact on the intentionality of poetic discourse. The second section covers speech
acts and poetic discourse intentionality. The third section covers the mechanisms of semantic
production in directing poetic discourse intentionality.

Keywords: intentionality, people with disabilities, ancient Arabic poetry, al-Jahiz.
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