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Abstract:

The gypsies represent a distinct subculture within the broader Iraqi society, characterized by
practices deemed socially unacceptable. Their migration to Iraq originated from India, passing
through Persia, and eventually spreading to various regions, with Irag becoming a suitable
destination for many of them.

The societal rejection of gypsies in Iraq is attributed to their unique economic identity, which is
defined by specific professions they are known for, such as art, prostitution, and begging. These
professions are usually practiced collectively, providing social protection and cohesion among
them. Consequently, kinship plays a significant role in the lives of the gypsies.

Despite this, the gypsies lack tribal leaders or chiefs. However, a few individuals ascend in status
due to their social authority, which is strengthened by external social relations alongside economic
factors.

Furthermore, the professions practiced by the gypsies in Irag impose a superficial religiosity upon
them. They identify with Islam and are divided into Sunni and Shia factions, influenced
ecologically by the regions they inhabit, whether in the south, north, or central Iraq. Their
religiosity stems from a desire to integrate into the broader society—a desire that remains
unfulfilled. Thus, their interaction with the wider society is marked by extreme caution. In contrast,
their internal communication is governed by shared language, physical similarities, as well as
common behavioral patterns and cultural traits.

Keywords Gypsies, culture, prostitution, begging, art.
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