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Abstract

The religious reference in the epistolary text of the Abbasid caliphs and ministers represents an
inherent value in their intellectual writings, due to its influential role in the recipient's soul. This is
what we notice from the employment of Qur'anic verses and Prophetic hadiths in those letters, in
light of the horizons of the theory of argumentative intertextuality, to confirm the intended idea
intended by the sender, and for a persuasive purpose. Through the Qur'anic and Prophetic
employment in the epistolary text, the text's creator provided ample persuasion for the recipient by
choosing the text closest to himself and his surroundings. This is what drives the recipient to be
more receptive to this cognitive practice with the mechanisms of argumentative intertextuality .

This religious argumentative intertextuality provides an important component in creating a
mental image that is rooted in the mind of the recipient and provides him with content that includes
the goals of employing religious reference, its verbal value, and its impact on the intellectual arena
of the recipient. This employment of Qur’anic and Prophetic texts in the art of epistolary writing
came to be a reminder of religious values as a result of the entry of many foreign customs into
Islamic culture due to the overlap of cultures. Since the epistolary text is issued from a higher
authority to a lower one, it requires these persuasive values to achieve stability in the mind of the
recipient .

Key words: Religious reference, artistic messages, the Abbasid era, argumentative intertextuality.
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