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Abstract:

The Islamic political thought has undergone deep and complex development
throughout the ages, with diverse intellectual and critical approaches. Among the
thinkers who provided new perspectives for understanding this thought is the
Algerian intellectual Muhammad Arkoun, who used rational and critical tools to
examine traditional Islamic thought. By offering an in-depth study on Islam and
rationalism in Islamic political thought, Arkoun explored the role of rationalism in
the development of political thought in the Islamic heritage. He sharply criticized the
traditional concepts that prevailed in early Islamic thought and emphasized the
importance of using rationalism as a method to understand both religion and politics
simultaneously. Arkoun argued that, through his various historical interpretations,
Islam had been constrained by a narrow traditional understanding that separates
religion from rationalism, which negatively impacted the development of Islamic
political thought. Accordingly, Arkoun sought to offer a new approach that combines
faith in reason as an effective critical tool with the analysis of religious and political
texts based on modern rational concepts.

The research aims to clarify the relationship between Islam and rationalism
within the framework of Islamic political thought according to Muhammad Arkoun’s
views. It focuses on analyzing the development of Islamic political thought and how
rationalism has influenced the development of political ideas in Islamic history.
Arkoun’s critique of traditional concepts is also discussed, along with how the
Islamic political heritage can be rethought using modern rational tools. The study
highlights the potential for reconciling rationalism and Islam in political contexts,
offering a new reading of the history of Islamic political thought from a critical and
philosophical perspective.

Keywords: Arkoun : Islam « Rationalism « Islamic Thought « Philosophical Critique
of Islamic Political History
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