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Abstract

The research aims to shed light on the geographical distribution of population fertility in the
Middle Euphrates governorates to clarify the spatial and temporal variation, which represents one of
the most important elements of population growth. It is also an indicator for measuring the economic,
social and even political reality of any country. It can also be an indicator of the nature of population
policies followed in any region. Therefore, it represents a major pillar of population growth. The
increase in population fertility rates demonstrates the extent of progress in the health reality and the
improvement of the standard of living of the population, meaning development in the social and
economic reality. The results showed the variation in the birth rate spatially and temporally. During
1997, the birth rate reached (28.3) per thousand, recording a decrease compared to 2017, when the
crude birth rate reached (33.2) per thousand. This is attributed to the war conditions that the country
was going through during 1997. There is also a variation in the general fertility rates in the study area
spatially and temporally, as the 1997 census recorded a decrease in the general fertility rate, which
reached (96.5) per thousand, while it increased During 2017, it reached (138.2) per thousand as a
result of the improvement in economic and health conditions, and it returned to decline again during
2023, as the rate reached (113.4) per thousand. The research showed that there is a variation in the
total fertility rates in the study area in terms of time and place, as the 1997 census recorded an increase
in the number of births amounting to (5.2) births, and it rose to (4.2) births during 2017, while 2023
recorded the highest total fertility rate, as it reached (4) births. The rates of the ratio of children to
women of childbearing age recorded a variation in time and place, as the 1997 population census
recorded the highest rate of (684.7) per thousand, while it decreased to (114.7) per thousand in 2017,
and returned to rise again during 2023 (139.5) per thousand.
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