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Abstract :

The 1923 incident involving Yemeni pilgrims represents one of the tragic
episodes in the history of Najd—Yemen relations. A caravan of Yemeni pilgrims, en route
to perform the Hajj, was subjected to an armed assault by the Ikhwan in the regions of
Tanoumah and Sadwan, located in ‘Asir, resulting in numerous fatalities. This event has
been interpreted as part of the broader tribal and political conflicts of the period.

The significance of the incident can be analyzed from two dimensions: The
political dimension: The attack occurred during a critical phase in the consolidation of the
nascent Saudi state under King Abdulaziz Al Saud, who sought to assert his authority and
extend influence over the Arabian Peninsula, at a time when relations with Yemen were
marked by tension. The religious—social dimension: The targeting of pilgrims constituted
a breach of Islamic norms and historical customs that traditionally ensured the safety of
Hajj caravans, thereby exacerbating tensions between Najd and Yemen for several years.

This study illuminates the nature of Najdi—Yemeni relations during that period,
characterized by political suspicion, competition over regional influence, and the
mobilization of religious discourse in political conflicts. Moreover, the incident
contributed to shaping Yemeni public perception of the emerging Saudi project.

Keywords : (Tanoumah — Sadwan- Asir- Al-Adariseh- Yemeni pilgrims- Zaidiyyah ) .
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