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Abstract:

This study examines the cultural renaissance of the Seljuk period as a foundational moment
in the formation of classical Islamic civilization, through an analytical reading of Marshall
Hodgson’s historiographical project as articulated in The Venture of Islam. The research begins by
interrogating the civilizational methodology employed by Hodgson in his effort to reintegrate the
Islamic experience into the broader framework of world history, highlighting the conceptual tools
through which he distinguished between Islam as a religion and the cultural and social phenomena
that developed under its aegis. The study further sheds light on the institutional structure of Seljuk
culture, particularly in the domains of education, the Nizamiyya madrasas, and the waqf system,
considering them as mechanisms for the production of knowledge and the assurance of its
continuity. The paper concludes that Hodgson’s interpretation of the Seljuk renaissance reveals its
pivotal role in reorganizing the relationship between political authority and scholarship, and in
consolidating a cultural Islamic model whose influence extended across subsequent centuries. At
the same time, the study points to the methodological limitations of this interpretation in light of

contemporary scholarly critique.
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