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Abstract

This study gains importance In the context of a country like Iraq, given the pivotal role of religious
authority as one of the fundamental pillars that contributed to organizing the establishment of the political
system after 2003. Rebuilding the state and Its political and legal Institutions was no easy task, especially in
light of the profound transformations accompanied by internal and external Interventions, along with the
prevailing security and social breakdown. This made achieving political stability an extremely complex
challenge. Within this framework, this study seeks to highlight the role of religious authority In laying the
foundations of the political system after 2003, it’s approach to the reality of the occupation, Its contributions
to the electoral process and the drafting of the constitution, Its role in societal reform, and ultimately, Its
contribution to strengthening Iraqi national unity .

The current study concluded that religious authority has proven itself to be an influential socio-
political actor that has contributed to guiding the course of the political process without direct involvement in
power. It has been a fundamental factor In consolidating the concepts of security and social cohesion, and
strengthening national unity, particularly during periods marked by acute security and sectarian crises.

The study recommended several points, including emphasizing the importance of preserving the
Independence of religious authority and preventing Its exploitation In partisan or political conflicts. It also
recommended the need to promote academic studies that address the role of religious authority from a
sociological perspective, moving beyond ideological or emotional approaches.

Keywords: Authority, The religious authority, Politics
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(23 Sistani referendum on registering the names In the voter records, October 10, 2004.

2% Reidar Visser, «Sistani, the United States and Politics in Iraq: From Quietism to
Machiavellianism¢« Working Paper 700, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, March 2006¢p
13.
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