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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the game of chess as a social and intellectual
phenomenon in the Abbasid by analyzing its position within the system of leisure and
examining the role it played in developing intellectual thinking and reinforcing
values of planning and rational deliberation. The study is based on the assumption
that chess was not merely a form of entertainment, but rather a cultural instrument
with intellectual and social functions that corresponded to the urban nature of
Abbasid society and the culture of the elite and scholarly gatherings.

The study adopts a historical-analytical approach, drawing on a wide range of
classical sources, including works of literature, history, biography, and ethical
thought. Textual evidence is analyzed in its social and intellectual context rather than
presented descriptively. The first chapter examines the social rationale behind the
acceptance and spread of chess, highlighting the role of the urban environment,
intellectual circles, and cultural elites in legitimizing the game. The second chapter
focuses on the intellectual dimension of chess, analyzing its relationship with the
development of strategic thinking and mental planning, its function within the
intellectual culture of Abbasid gatherings, and its representation in the writings of
classical authors.

The study concludes that chess in the Abbasid period represented a model of
regulated leisure grounded in rationality and intellectual discipline. It functioned as a
means of cognitive training rather than mere amusement, reflecting a broader cultural
awareness within Islamic civilization that viewed leisure as a vehicle for intellectual
cultivation rather than a contradiction to it.

Keywords: Chess, the Abbasid Era, Intellectual, Assemblies, Entertainment
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