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Abstract

This research seeks to uncover the aesthetics and significations of “place" in the
autobiography of the Iraqi artist Yahya al-Sheikh, "Sirat al-Ramad" (Biography of
Ash), as a model for self-reflection within both narrative and plastic structures. The
study addresses the hypothesis that “place” for al-Sheikh transcends geographical
boundaries to become a mechanism for psychological compensation and the
restoration of a fragmented self-amidst exile. Consequently, the research focuses on
three levels of place: the Internal "Local" Place as a dominant force; the External
"Alienated” Place which appears imprinted with memory; and the Composite Space
emerging from the artistic painting. This is achieved by revealing al-Sheikh's
profound ability to evoke memory through geographical and emotional spaces,
transforming his narrative from a mere vessel for events into a visual and existential
identity that reformulates the experience of alienation through recollection.

Keywords: Autobiography, Yahya al-Sheikh, Sirat al-Ramad, place. Composite Space
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