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Abstract:

Iragi-Turkish relations have witnessed political fluctuations that have significantly impacted
the reality of political dealings between the two countries on all outstanding issues, including
economic and security matters. The most important of these is the thorny water issue, which Turkey
has used as leverage against successive Iragi governments to gain economic and security
advantages. Turkey has not dealt with Irag on the basis of good neighborliness, but rather has built
its relations on maximizing its exploitation of Iraqg's resources. This research clarifies the nature of
these relations during three historical periods, which were influenced by the change in Irag's system
of government from monarchy to republic to parliamentary system. It also clarifies the most
important outstanding issues between the two sides, including the Kirkuk and Turkmen issues, the
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) issue, and joint economic files. Furthermore, it examines the
impact of these relations on the reality of Iragi water security, which is illustrated by shedding light
on the treaties between the two countries. The projects implemented by Turkey to tighten the water
noose around Irag have become mere words on paper. The impact of these projects is evident in the
increased salinity of water and soil, and their effect on the demographic reality of Irag's population,
as many residents of southern regions have migrated to the north of their cities

Keywords : Water security — Iraqi-Turkish relations — Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) — GAP
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