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Abstract
This research examines the development of the Syrian regime between 2002 and 2010 from

the perspective of continuity and change, through an analysis of its political, economic, and social
structure and its connection to the historical context since 1971. The research is based on the
hypothesis that the transformations witnessed by Syria during the reign of President Bashar al-
Assad did not represent a structural break with the era of President Hafez al-Assad, but rather came
within the framework of the regime's readjustment to internal and external changes, while
preserving the essence of authoritarianism. The first axis presents an overview of the Syrian state
and its political and economic developments during the period (1971-2000), when a centralized
presidential-security state structure was formed and the executive branch dominated political life
under a command economy based on the public sector, before a gradual economic opening began in
the 1990s without affecting the political structure. The second axis deals with the interrelated
transformations in politics, economics, and society during the period 2002-2010, focusing on
attempts at administrative and economic reform, the adoption of the concept of a social market
economy, and the rise of a new economic elite, while political restrictions remained in place. It also
discussed the accompanying social changes, including the widening class gap, internal migration,
and changing patterns of interaction between the state and society. The third theme examined the
impact of external changes on the reshaping of Syria's regional role during the same period in light
of the transformations that followed the 2003 invasion of Iraq, Syria's withdrawal from Lebanon in
2005, and the reconfiguration of regional alliances, including the strengthening of relations with
Iran and the improvement of relations with Turkey until 2010 .

Keywords: Syrian regime — authoritarian state — structural transformation — political reform —
ruling elite.
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1- Zachary Laub, Syria’s Civil War: The Descent into Horror, Council on Foreign Relations,

March 2021.
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