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Abstract:

This study aimed to highlight the phenomenon of the legislative vacuum in the Iraqgi legal
system and Its impact on the growth of modern crimes, using cyber-extortion as an analytical
model. The study originated from a fundamental problem: the existence of a cultural and legislative
lag between the rapid digital transformation and the slow legal response, which has created a state
of digital anomie. The research adopted an Integrated approach combining a descriptive-analytical

study of legal texts with a sociological approach to explain the phenomenon.

The study reached several key findings, most notably: that the Iraqi judiciary resorts to
adapting traditional texts the 1969 Penal Code to confront technical crimes, which weakens
deterrence and leads to inconsistent rulings. The research also revealed the role of social stigma in
the expansion of the dark figure of crime due to the lack of procedural guarantees for digital
privacy. The study concluded by providing recommendations for the urgent need to enact a specific
cybercrime law that balances social control with the protection of public liberties.

Keywords: Legislative Vacuum, Cyber-Extortion, Sociology of Law, Cultural Lag, Modern

Crimes, Iraq.
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