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Abstract:

The study is based on a fundamental problem represented by the weak utilization of effective
learning strategies in classroom settings, despite the significant advancement in modern teaching methods.
This has reflected on the limited development of students’ critical thinking and oral expression skills,
particularly in the Arabic language, which requires a high level of analysis, comprehension, and articulation.
Given the lack of genuine implementation of problem-based learning strategies, despite evidence from
previous studies highlighting their role in enhancing awareness and analytical skills, the main research
question emerged regarding the impact of these strategies on developing critical thinking and oral expression
among middle school students. Accordingly, the study aimed to determine the extent to which teachers
employ these strategies in classrooms, assess their effect on enhancing students’ analytical and
argumentative abilities, and examine their influence on oral expression in terms of organization, accuracy,
and fluency, while also exploring potential differences according to demographic variables of students and
teachers. The significance of the study lies in its contribution to raising educational awareness about the role
of problem-based learning in making lessons more interactive, improving students’ thinking, analysis, and
decision-making skills, and developing oral expression, which is a key component of communication skills.
The study also provides teachers with practical guidelines to systematically implement these strategies,
supporting educational innovation and enriching classroom practices. The study followed a field
methodology, targeting a population and sample of 70 fourth preparatory grade students at Abi Tammam
Secondary School for Boys in Diyala Governorate, Iraq, selected randomly. An electronic questionnaire was
used, and statistical analysis was conducted using descriptive methods and simple regression via SPSS. The
results revealed a clear effect of the strategy in enhancing critical thinking, improving reasoning, developing
oral expression skills, and increasing students’ confidence and motivation. The study recommended
integrating these strategies into Arabic language curricula, training teachers to design language-related
problems, creating a classroom environment supportive of dialogue, and diversifying assessment tools to
focus on analysis and reasoning rather than mere memorization.

Keywords: Problem-Based Learning, Critical Thinking, Oral Expression, Arabic Language Skills, Modern
Teaching Strategies
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