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Abstract:
The research aims to analyse literacy rates and their relationship with human development

indicators in the study area, as well as to analyses the correlation with a number of demographic,
economic, and educational variables. The results showed that the illiteracy rate in the study area
reached (15.9%), which is close to the overall rate in the governorate (15.3%) and higher than the
rate recorded at the level of Iraq (14.6%).The study also revealed a clear spatial variation among
administrative units, as it increased in Al-Hamza Al-Sharqi district to (17.8%) and decreased in Al-
Shamiya district to (14.1%). The study area also witnessed a widening gender gap in female
illiteracy, which reached (10.5%). In addition, there was an expansion in the relative difference in
illiteracy rates between rural and urban areas in favor of ruralareas ,reaching(4.2%).

The results of the simple correlation coefficient (Pearson) showed a very strong positive
(perfect) relationship between illiteracy and the rural population, and a very strong negative
(perfect) relationship between illiteracy and the urban population. The correlation was also strongly
positive between illiteracy and distance, reaching (0.81) for adult illiteracy and (0.99) for female
illiteracy.

Meanwhile, the relationship between income level and illiteracy was moderately negative,
reaching (-0.51) for adult illiteracy and (-0.53) for female illiteracy. The results of calculating the
sub-indices of human development indicators adopted in the study indicate the existence of a
developmental gap varying in magnitude from one indicator to another when compared with global
and local levels. The results of the overall Human Development Index showed that the study area
has made good progress toward reaching the maximum value of the development index, recording
(0.658), with a slight difference between Al-Shamiya district, which recorded (0.684), and Al-
Hamza Al-Sharqi district, which recorded (0.632). This difference is attributed to the superiority of
Al-Shamiya district in development indicators, especially the lower illiteracy rate compared with
Al-Hamza Al-Sharqi district, with a relative difference of (3.7%).

Keywords ; Illiteracy , Correlation , Human Development Indicators (Sub-indices) ,

General Human Development Index (HDI).
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