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Abstract

Transport geography is a branch of economic geography that studies the movement
of people and goods, and then examines the economic impact of this movement on the study
area. Based on this premise, the research aims to highlight that Iraq possesses a network of
overland pilgrimage routes in the governorates of Najaf, Karbala, and Muthanna. These
routes facilitate its connection with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia via the Arar border
crossing. These routes play a significant role in the seasonal movement of pilgrims, trade
exchange, and the organization of the movement of services and goods. Therefore, the study
focuses on the overland pilgrimage routes and the Arar border crossing, considering them
strategic points for the general movement of goods, commodities, pilgrims, and convoys
(buses) between the two countries. The Arar crossing, which reopened in 2020 after a long
period of closure, has proven its importance in revitalizing Iraq's economy, both now and in
the future. The study relies on statistical data to solidify comprehensive development and
identify available investment opportunities from a geospatial perspective, supporting
transport and logistics policies despite the challenges they face.

Keywords:- border crossing, land pilgrimage routes, investment opportunities.
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