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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of asma’ al-af*al (verbal nouns functioning as verbs),
which has constituted an Jiius (independent) category in Arabic grammatical scholarship due to its
distinctive feature of combining nominal form with verbal function. The significance of
investigating this phenomenon lies in the classificatory tension it raises between noun and verb, as
well as in the semantic functions it performs—functions that the finite verb does not adequately
fulfill in certain contexts. Its importance becomes even more evident when approached from a

semantic perspective.

The study concludes that asma’ al-af*al represent a linguistic phenomenon of considerable
syntactic and semantic value rather than merely formal substitutes for verbs. They integrate nominal
morphology with verbal functionality and do not adhere to a single fixed meaning; rather, their
interpretation is shaped by pragmatic context and discourse situation. The research adopts a

descriptive-analytical method to address these issues.

Keywords: asma’ al-af"al (verbal nouns functioning as verbs), semantics, past verbal noun, present

verbal noun, imperative verbal noun.
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