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Abstract

This paper examines how femininity is narratively constructed in Ma Ba‘d al-Hubb (After
Love) and how marginality operates as a meaning-making structure rather than a mere social
backdrop.

It focuses on the intersections of social/class constraints, familial authority, and spatial
regulation as mechanisms that discipline the heroine’s body, voice, and choices. Methodologically,
the study adopts an applied narratological and paratextual reading that tracks title-threshold effects,
shifts in voice and pronouns, temporal modulation through flashback and pause, spatial semantics

(home/street/city), and the power economy of dialogue and silence.

Findingsindicate that marginality redistributes legitimacy inside the narrative who defines,
who justifies so femininity appears as a contingent identity shaped by exclusion and symbolic

control.

The analysis also shows a staged self-reconfiguration that moves from coerced acceptance
to reflective awareness and then to concrete repositioning, with a visible lexical shift from
obligation to agency and from self-excuse to precise naming. Overall, narrative techniques (voice,
time, space, documentary insertions, repetition, and irony) make transformation readable and
critique the center/margin order from within the text, even when the heroine’s “exit” remains

bounded by material and cultural limits.

Keywords: femininity; marginality; narrative identity; self-reconstruction; narratology; silence and
dialogue; Iraqi novel; narrative space.
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