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Abstract:

Supplication is an act of worship, seeking refuge, and imploring God Almighty; it is a
means of salvation, renouncing one’s own power in favor of God’s power, and acknowledging His
generosity and bounty. As a religious practice, it grants the individual comfort and peace of mind;
Imam al-Sajjad employed it as an educational tool to instill moral values in the community.

Imam al-Sajjad’s methods of supplication were characterized by educational and moral
qualities in communicating with God with politeness and reverence. Here, the study examines the
methods of supplication—namely, command, prohibition, and invocation—in Imam al-Sajjad’s
supplications for himself and his followers. The method of command has shifted from its original
meaning to one of supplication and entreaty, for by its very nature, a command takes the form of
humility rather than a literal order. The style of prohibition led to spiritual protection, as the Imam
stepped outside of himself and sought refuge in the Divine Self. As for the style of invocation, it
established an emotional framework through emotional escalation and repetition, and al-Sajjad
concluded the invocation with “O Most Merciful of the Merciful” to build spiritual and semantic
depth in the supplication, Thus, it represents a sophisticated rhetorical model, for the Imam
transformed these rhetorical techniques into spiritual and expressive tools of an educational nature,
which in turn reveal, on the one hand, a profound vision of the station of servitude, and on the
other, his keen awareness of language’s power to direct the soul toward God, the Exalted and
Glorious. It was not merely a devotional text; rather, it was a comprehensive rhetorical system.

Keywords: Suggestion methods, supplication, Imam al-Sajjad, rhetoric.
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