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Abstract

The aim of this research is to explore the evolution of Iraq’s policy after 2003 as a model of
emerging diplomacy in post-conflict states. It focuses on Iraq’s transition from domestic
reconstruction to regional and international leadership through a strategy of “smart regional
rebalancing.” The study demonstrates that Iraq, through diplomatic flexibility and transformative
economic diplomacy, has converted its geopolitical position and sociopolitical diversity into
sources of soft power, enabling effective mediation between competing regional powers, notably
Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey. Using a descriptive-analytical and integrative methodology, the
research combines historical analysis, comparative case studies, and qualitative content analysis
supported by interviews and quantitative indicators measuring institutional influence and regional
balance. Findings reveal Iraq’s progression from dependency to relative independence and from
passive membership to active leadership in international organizations such as the United Nations,
OPEC, and the Arab League. The study recommends continued institutional reform, human
capacity development, and the strategic use of energy as a sustainable diplomatic tool. Iraq’s
experience thus exemplifies how a post-conflict nation can transform internal and regional
challenges into opportunities for building a balanced and independent foreign policy.

Keywords: Iraq’s foreign policy, emerging diplomacy, regional balance, economic diplomacy,

mediation, institutional influence, OPEC, diplomatic governance.
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