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Abstract

This research provides an in-depth analytical study of a paramount and critical theme within
the intellectual and political history of Islamic civilization, titled: "The Religious Policy of the
Abbasid Caliphs and its Impact on State Stability." The study examines the intricate, interwoven,
and dialectical relationship between the religious and political institutions across several decades. It
primarily focuses on tracing the philosophical and practical mechanisms through which the
transcendent concept of "the sacred" was leveraged to serve the pragmatic and political objectives
of "the temporal" within one of the greatest medieval empires. From this comprehensive standpoint,
the core research problem addresses a pivotal question: How did the diverse religious orientations
and 1ideologies adopted by the Abbasid caliphs contribute to engineering political legitimacy and
achieving societal peace, or conversely, how did they—at certain historical junctures—instigate
internal unrest, turmoil, and strife that shook the foundations of the throne? To address this complex
problematic, the study relies chiefly on the historical-analytical method. This involves scrutinizing
authentic primary sources, interrogating historical narratives, and deconstructing major turning
points while firmly linking them to their broader political, social, and economic contexts. This
approach aims to attain a deeper, more holistic understanding of both the overt and covert
mechanisms that governed religious decision-making within the Abbasid court.
This extensive academic inquiry has yielded a comprehensive set of analytical conclusions.
Foremost among these is the success of the Abbasid architects, since the early stages of state
formation, in transforming the Caliphate from a mere politico-administrative office into a theocratic
institution enveloped in an awe-inspiring aura of sanctity. This was vividly manifested through the
strategic and systematic utilization of religious titles bearing metaphysical connotations (such as Al-
Mansur, Al-Mahdi, Al-Rashid, and Al-Mutawakkil ala Allah). This practice successfully embedded
a collective culture that rendered obedience to the ruling authority an indispensable component of
Islamic doctrine and spiritual commitment, thereby ensuring long-term psychological and political
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stability for the throne against its adversaries. In the same vein, the research highlights the
remarkable success of the Abbasids in deconstructing the narrow, exclusionary Arab factionalism
(Asabiyyah) upon which the preceding Umayyad state was built. They replaced it with a broader,
more inclusive vision manifested in an "inclusive Islamic identity." This integrationist policy
legitimized and facilitated the incorporation of non-Arab elements and clients (Mawali),
particularly Persians and Turks, into the state’s administrative and military infrastructure, resulting
in an extraordinary level of systemic stability rarely paralleled in previous eras.
On the other hand, the analysis uncovers a contrasting dimension. The continuous attempts of the
Abbasid court to completely institutionalize and monopolize religion triggered a long-term counter-
reaction. This was characterized by the traditional religious establishment vigorously asserting its
independence, which created a highly sensitive equilibrium between the temporal "authority of the
Caliph" and the spiritual, legislative "authority of the jurist" (Faqih). An analytical reading of events
demonstrates that any attempt by the ruling power to bypass this cautious balance, or to impose a
specific theological doctrine by state force—as historically personified in the bitter ordeal of the
"Inquisition of the Created Quran" (Mihnat Khalq al-Quran)—immediately led to catastrophic,
counter-productive results that destabilized social tranquility. This clearly exposed the strict
boundaries of temporal power when it collides with the authority of the sacred text and the
consensus of jurists and traditionists.

Furthermore, this flexible religious policy extended beyond the state's internal borders to
become a crucial geopolitical tool in managing external and regional conflicts. The Abbasid Sunni
ideology was sharpened and directed to undermine the ideological legitimacy of competing powers,
such as the Fatimid Caliphate. Similarly, the concept of "holy Jihad and protecting the domain of
Islam" was utilized as an effective mechanism to reproduce the prestige of the Caliphate and ensure
internal cohesion whenever the state faced suffocating political or economic crises. Conclusively,
the research highlights the developmental aspect of religious policy, demonstrating that it served as
a primary driver of the economic wheel. By legitimizing and regulating land tax (Khawaja), poll tax
(Jizyah), and revenue collection, as well as organizing and activating charitable endowments
(Wagqifs) and the strict market oversight system (Hisbah), the Abbasid state secured vast,
sustainable financial resources for its treasury, thereby reinforcing its long-term stability and
continuity.

Keywords: Religious Policy, Abbasid Caliphs, State Stability.
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