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Abstract:

The Turkish Leaders

Turkish commanders formed the backbone of the Fatimid army in the Levant. Notable
figures emerged, such as Badr al-Jamali and Manjutakin al-Turki, the latter of whom played a
pivotal role in the urban development of Damascus and in the military conflicts against the
Byzantines. Despite their initial loyalty, ethnic tensions with the North Africans (the Kutama
Berbers) drove some, like Manjutakin, to rebellion. Furthermore, al-Basasiri stood out as one of the
most significant Turkish leaders who attempted to shift political allegiance in Baghdad from the
Abbasids to the Fatimids during a critical historical juncture, reflecting the far-reaching political
influence of Turkish commanders beyond the borders of Egypt.

The Armenians

The Armenians represented the most influential class during the late Fatimid era, beginning
with Bahram al-Armani, whose policies favoring his kinsmen sparked controversy. This influence
culminated in the era of the "Powerful Viziers," founded by the true architect of this period, Badr
al-Jamali, and his son, al-Afdal Shahanshah. These viziers were not mere officials but de facto
rulers who managed severe economic crises (such as the Mustansiri Hardship or al-Shidda al-
Mustansiriya) and led armies against the Crusaders. A notable feature of this era was the "sectarian
flexibility" of these leaders; some remained Christian, while others converted to Sunni or Imami
Islam, lending a unique character of pluralism to the corridors of Fatimid power.

Keywords: Armenian Commanders ,Turkish Viziers ,Fatimid State ,Political and Social Life
,Miliary and Administrative Influence.
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