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Abstract:

The existence of diphthongs in Arabic has been firmly established in scientific research and is
now regarded as a well-established phonological fact. However, most previous studies have focused
on the falling diphthong, while the rising diphthong has received considerably less attention. Some
scholars have even denied its existence in Arabic, describing it as an artificial phenomenon or
merely an illusion. Thus, this study aims to provide a clearer account of the rising diphthong in
Arabic by examining its occurrence, formation, behavior, and the phonological changes it may
undergo. The study is particularly significant because it investigates the rising diphthong as an
independent phonological phenomenon. To the best of the researcher’s knowledge, no previous
study has been devoted specifically to tracing and analyzing this phonological sequence. The study
also examines the behavior of the rising diphthong in the formation of broken plurals.

In addition, the study identifies what the researcher considers a potentially new strategy for
avoiding the phonological difficulty associated with the rising diphthong in certain broken-plural
patterns. This strategy involves alternating from one morphological pattern to another. The
availability of numerous broken-plural patterns in Arabic may facilitate such alternation, as Arabic
speakers can select the pattern that is more suitable and easier to articulate in actual speech.
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