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Abstract

This research examines the logic of dualisms in anthropology as a theoretical and
methodological cornerstone that has contributed to the interpretation of human issues. It does so by
studying how anthropological thought has relied on binary oppositions to organize knowledge and
analyze society and culture. The research begins with the premise that dualisms are not merely
opposing classifications, but rather analytical tools that reveal the structural and functional
relationships that govern human life.

The research aims to clarify the concept of the logic of dualisms, trace its development
within the main trends of anthropology, and analyze the most prominent dualisms adopted, while
also outlining their theoretical foundations and their role in interpreting social structures and
cultural systems.

The research concludes that the logic of dualisms constitutes a common interpretive
framework among various anthropological approaches, despite the differences in the nature and
functions of these dualisms. In social anthropology, the dichotomies of structure/function,
ideal/realistic behavior, part/whole, and stability/change have emerged. In cultural anthropology,
these dichotomies manifest as material/immaterial culture, realism/abstractism, race/culture, and
explicit/implicit. Structural anthropology, on the other hand, is represented by nature/culture,
raw/cooked, and simultaneity/succession, as expressions of the mental structures that organize
human thought. This research does not aim to enumerate all dichotomies in anthropology, but rather
focuses on those most prevalent and influential in the development of anthropological thought. The
research concludes that the logic of dichotomies, despite criticisms of its tendency to oversimplify
reality, remains an important analytical tool for understanding social and cultural phenomena when
used as a flexible interpretive framework that takes into account the complexity and
interconnectedness of reality.
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