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Abstract

This study examines the relation between Byzantine Iconoclasm (726-775 CE) and the
transformation of the Frankish kingdom and the Latin West in the eighth century, and asks how far
that transformation may be ascribed to the pressure of the Islamic conquests. It tests the view that
the conquests were not a direct cause, but acted indirectly on Byzantium: its territory shrank,
confidence in divine favour was shaken, debate over the veneration of images intensified, and the
empire proved unable to defend Italy against the Lombards. The papal turn to the Frankish kings
had been prepared by developments well before 754, and was driven chiefly by fear of the
Lombards and by Pippin's need for a justification of his kingship; the image dispute deepened the
estrangement but did not cause it. The Carolingian educational effort began before the Opus Caroli
regis (791-793) and the Council of Frankfurt (794); the quarrel over the Second Council of Nicaea
(787) gave it an occasion to define a distinct Western theological position. The study follows a
comparative historical-critical method applied to Byzantine chronicles, papal biographies and
Arabic historical sources, and draws on published numismatic and archaeological studies. It
concludes that the controversy did not create the Western revival but hastened it and brought some
of its features into view, and that the revival drew on Anglo-Saxon, Lombard and Visigothic-
Iberian sources.

Keywords: Byzantine Iconoclasm; Leo IllI; Constantine V; Frankish kingdom; Libri Carolini;
Council of Frankfurt; Donation of Pippin; Exarchate of Ravenna.
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