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Abstract

This modest study examines the most prominent historical examples that illustrate the
impact of sectarian intermarriage on English court politics. Specifically, it explores how sectarian
affiliation transformed into the primary criterion for national identity and the main determinant of
the legitimacy of the throne, rather than simply religious affiliation. While Catholic intermarriage
was perceived as a threat to English sovereignty and an attempt to impose tyranny, Protestantism
(Anglicanism) became the guarantor of the king's legitimacy, England's independence, and the
preservation of the political balance between the court and Parliament.

examples that embody the impact of sectarian intermarriages on English court policy. Cases
of marriage at the English court have been presented to prove that marriages were not merely a
social relationship, but a "compass" that determined the direction of the throne's foreign, domestic,
and religious political policies, and were often a cause of distrust between the throne and the
peopleSpecifically, in eras where marriage played a pivotal role (such as the Tudor and Stuart
dynasties) And how royal marriage diplomacy played a role in reshaping the political balance
between England and the rest of Europe. In the English case, the focus is often on the reign of
Queen Mary | (her marriage to Philip, King of Spain) Mary | and Philip of Spain (1554): This
marriage is considered the clearest example of an alliance that alarmed both the people and the elite.
Against a backdrop of sectarianism, Mary (a devout Catholic) married Philip 1l (a protector of
Catholicism in Europe). The marriage of Charles | and Henrietta Maria of France (1625) was one of
the nails in the coffin of the English monarchy and later led to the Civil War. Or the period of
James II, where “Catholic” intermarriages were the main driver of the political unrest that later led
to the “Glorious Revolution”. The research problem lies in tracing the pivotal role played by
"family politics” in shaping the national destiny of England, where royal marriages were not merely
social contracts, but tools for managing major conflicts (religious, political, and international).
Similarly, the dynamics of royal marriages influenced major political transformations in England,
as seen in the marriages of Henry VIII, who established the idea of independence from the Church
of Rome through marriage.

Keywords — Catholicism, Henry, Charles, Protestantism, marriage
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