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Abstract

Al-Ahnaf ibn Qays was a prominent figure among his contemporaries. He was a
controversial personality, adhering to the principle of moderation and impartiality in most life
situations, especially pivotal, fateful ones that demanded a firm opinion from him, given his status
as a wise elder, the leader of his people, and the influence of his followers. Most importantly, he
lived during the time of the Prophet, though he never met him. Yet, despite all this, we find him
often withdrawing from society, preferring solitude, and even urging his followers to follow his
example and avoid involvement in what he termed "strife,” as exemplified by his stance on the
Battle of the Camel.

Therefore, driven by this intellectual provocation, we examine this enigmatic, even
chameleon-like, personality who sought to please everyone around him. Furthermore, Al-Ahnaf ibn
Qays possessed both physical and moral qualities that made him a compelling subject for critics,
both his contemporaries and those who came after him, who readily wrote about him and his life. In
this research, we have tried to gather together the scattered writings and narratives that were
transmitted about him, to shed light on the obscure aspects of his personality, to discuss his negative
stances before the positive ones, and to present the reasons that led him to adhere to those stances.

Keywords: Imam Ali, Al-Ahnaf ibn Qays, the Battle of Siffin, the Battle of the Camel, Tamim
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