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Abstract

Since the dawn of history, Islamic societies have witnessed remarkable development in their
economic and social structures. Markets played a pivotal role in this development, serving not
merely as places for exchanging goods and merchandise, but as vital centers that combined
economic functions, social structures, and cultural traditions. Markets played a significant role in
shaping the social and political identity of the community, contributing to the formation of
relationships between tribes and cities, and solidifying values and traditions through daily
interaction among different classes and groups.

Among these markets, the Souk Okaz stands out as one of the most prominent economic and
cultural landmarks in pre-Islamic Arab history, whose influence continued even after the advent of
Islam, albeit to varying degrees. This market was distinguished by its strategic location and the
diversity of its activities, which extended beyond mere trade to encompass poetry, oratory, and
politics, making it a comprehensive institution in an environment that lacked modern urban
organization.

The significance of this research lies in highlighting the Souk Okaz as a model of Islamic
markets that combined economic function, social structure, and cultural symbolism. It focuses on
analyzing the contexts in which the market arose, the activities it hosted, and its impact on Arab and
Islamic society at the time. The research also aims to provide an analytical perspective that
highlights the dimensions of the market in light of the historical and political developments
witnessed by the Islamic world, and to offer a deeper understanding of the importance of this
institution in shaping the urban fabric of Islamic cities.

To achieve this, the research is divided into three chapters. The first addresses the
theoretical and historical framework of markets in Islamic cities, the second examines the social and
cultural aspects of the Souk Okaz, and the third is dedicated to studying the economic and
commercial aspects of this unique market.

Keywords: Islamic markets; Souk Okaz; trade; market organization; social and cultural
functions.
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