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Abstract

The role of women in the scientific life of Al-Andalus is an important subject addressed in
biographical dictionaries. From the era of the Emirate until the fall of Granada, Al-Andalus
witnessed a broad scientific and cultural renaissance in which women participated alongside men
— receiving instruction from scholars, and in some cases attaining the rank of transmitter (riwayah)
and holder of chains of authority (isnad), to the extent that biographical works devoted independent
entries to them within the chains of scholarly transmission.

The narrations of ijazah (license to transmit) and sama * (audition of a text) are of particular
importance here, as they document Andalusian women’s participation in scholarly transmission —
yet without deeper analysis of these narrations as a primary source for this excellence. This research
draws on several major works of Andalusian biography and history, most notably:

* Nafh al-Tib by al-MaqqarT (al-Tilimsani)

o Al-Thatah fi Akhbar Gharnatah by Ibn al-Khatib

* Al-Silah by Tbn Bashkuwal

* Al-Takmilah li-Kitab al-Silah by Ibn al-Abbar

o Al-Dhakhirah fi Mahasin Ahl al-Jazirah by Ibn Bassam

These sources were used together to survey examples of female scholars and transmitters,
drawing on the language of ijazah and sama ‘ to assess women’s presence in this field

Keywords: Andalusian women, Role of women in Al-Andalus, Scientific life in Al-Andalus,
Scholarly authorization (Ijazah), Hadith audition (Sama ‘), Narratives of [jazah and Sama °,
Biographical dictionaries (Kutub al-Tarajim)
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