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Abstract:

This study explores a journey across ancient China, traversing its wild landscapes and

spiritual atmosphere. The deer was far more than mere game for the hunt; it was a potent symbol of
power, longevity, and wealth. Each belief surrounding the deer transcended mere aesthetic value,
reflecting political ambitions, religious convictions, and the grandeur of the empire. Sighting deer—
whether in the wild or within forests—carried profound significance. The animal’s graceful
appearance and the specific symbolic meanings discussed herein deeply resonated with the human
spirit; for instance, the pairing of a deer with a bat signified absolute prosperity. In both opulent
palaces and dense forests, the mere sight of a deer conveyed volumes without the need for words.
Deer were often depicted alongside bats to symbolize boundless prosperity, while Taoist
philosophy wove tales of the white deer as an emblem of immortality. Furthermore, the right of an
individual—or an emperor—to hunt the deer signified absolute sovereignty, a status that surpassed
even the might of the armies they commanded. Ancient emperors metaphorically "chased the
deer"—a classical Chinese idiom (*Zhd Lu Zhongyuan*, or "chasing the deer in the Central
Plains") that gained prominence during the collapse of dynasties—across the Central Plains to
legitimize their rule. The presence of deer in imperial palaces was far more than mere decoration; it
symbolized high status, divine right, and cosmic harmony, reflecting the "Mandate of Heaven"—the
supreme political-religious concept in Chinese history, which held that Heaven grants the right to
rule to a virtuous emperor and withdraws it from a corrupt one.The deer held significance beyond
mere social standing; legends depicted it as the sole companion of the "God of Longevity" and a
guide leading sages to the magical fungus that bestowed immortality.Regarding its role in
traditional medicine, velvet antlers were a treasure reserved for the elite, fueling a robust economy
rooted in health and privilege—an economy based on the premise of selling the finest remedy for
health and youth exclusively to those possessing power and wealth, thereby making deer antlers a
key driver of wealth exchange among the elite.
In conclusion, this study does not limit itself to a discussion of the animal alone; Moreover, it
addresses the projection of human desires—such as the craving for wealth, longevity, and the
consolidation of power—onto the natural world; it tells the story of a creature possessing the beauty
and grace of a gazelle, yet quietly embodying the ambitions of an entire ancient civilization.

Keywords: The significance of the deer in ancient Chinese civilization reflects its political symbolism, as
well as its association with longevity and increasing wealth in Chinese culture.
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