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Abstract :

This study aims to shed light on the nature of the Indian presence in the records and
cuneiform inscriptions of the Achaemenid Empire (550-330 BCE). It seeks to deconstruct the
dialectical relationship between the geopolitical and economic realities of the Indian provinces and
the mythical mental images and religious symbolism that shaped the Achaemenid imagination
regarding the Indian subcontinent, through an analysis of royal texts from the Behistun, Persepolis,
and Nagsh-e Rustam inscriptions By comparing this with archaeological data and contemporary
classical sources, the research addresses the central issue of how the Achaemenid central authority
managed its eastern frontiers. These regions were characterized by a duality: on one hand, they
offered exceptional material wealth and served as a primary source of gold; on the other, they
constituted a frontier zone rich in rituals, religious diversity, and mythological conceptions of India.
This context fostered a dynamic of mutual cultural and religious interaction between Achaemenid
Zoroastrianism and Indian Vedic traditions—particularly regarding the struggle between the forces
of good and light and those of evil and darkness.

Keywords : The Indian Subcontinent in Achaemenid Writings , The Reality of Politics and
the Economy, The Magic of Myth and the Duality of Deities
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) 2(Duncan Head, the Achaemenid Persian army, (montvert,1992), pp.48-49.
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) “(Duncan Head, the Achaemenid Persian army, (montvert,1992), pp.48-49.
) 3(PIERRE BRIANT , AHISTORY of the Persian empire, (Eisenrauns,2002), pp.141-143.
) ®(Duncan Head, the Achaemenid Persian army, (montvert,1992), pp.48- 49.
) 7(Josef Wiesehofer, ancient Persia from 550 bc to 650 ad, (London, 2001),pp. 67-68.
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) '%Andrew Nichols , Ctesias on india , (London, 2011),pp. 118-120.
) "(Margaret cool Root, the king and kingship in Achaemenid art, (Leiden, 1979), pp. 227-231.
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) 13(Margaret cool Root, the king and kingship in Achaemenid art, (Leiden, 1979), pp. 227-231.
) '4(PIERRE BRIANT , AHISTORY of the Persian empire, (Eisenrauns,2002), p. 385.
) 13(A.T.Olmstead, history of the Persian empire, ( Chicago, 1948)., p. 119.
) '®(How and Wells, A commentary on Herodotus, V.1.(oxford, 1912), p. 280.
) (Dandamaeyv, apolitical history of the achaemenid empire, translated by Vogelsang, (Leiden,
1989), p. 175.
) 18(Dani, the historic city of taxila, (oxford,1992),. pp. 23-27.
) (A.T.Olmstead, history of the Persian empire, ( Chicago, 1948), p. 45.
) 2%(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), pp.117-119.
) 2/(PIERRE BRIANT , AHISTORY of the Persian empire, (Eisenrauns,2002).pp.523-525.
) 22(Dani, the historic city of taxila, (oxford,1992),. pp. 23-27.
) 2*(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), . p. 187.
) 24(Herodotus , the histories, books 11,1V, translated by Godley , Harvard University, pp. 119-121.
) 2>(Romila thapar, Early India from the origin to AD 1300, (California, 2002), p. 164.
) 2%(Peter Magee, et. Al, American journal of Archaeology , 2005, p. 714.
) ’(Romila thapar, Early India from the origin to AD 1300, (California, 2002), . p. 164.
) 28(Herodotus , the histories, books 11,1V, translated by Godley , Harvard University, p. 122.
) 2(A.T.Olmstead, history of the Persian empire, ( Chicago, 1948), p. 292.
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) *°(lbid, p.123.

) 3!(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), pp.117-119.

) %(Herodotus , the histories, books I11,1V, translated by Godley , Harvard University, p. 124.

) 33(How and Wells, A commentary on Herodotus, V.1.(oxford, 1912), p. 282.

) 3*(A.T.Olmstead, history of the Persian empire, ( Chicago, 1948),pp. 291-292.

) 35(Herodotus, the histories, books 11,1V, translated by Godley , Harvard University, 94-95

) 3%(Gerold Walser, Die Volkerschaften Auf den Reliefs von persipolis, (berlin,1966), p. 84

) *’(Curtis, John, and Tallis, Nigel, Forgotten Empire: The World of Ancient Persia, British
Museum Press, 2005, p. 88

) 3¥(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), P.143.
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) 4 (Jean Perrot, the palace of darius at susa , (Paris, 2013), p. 283.
) #(Rudiger Schmitt, Encyclopaedia lIranica, V.II, pp. 246-247.
) #*(Erich Schmitt, Persepolis |, (Chicago, 1953), p. 70.
) ¥(Margaret cool Root, the king and kingship in Achaemenid art, (Leiden, 1979),p. 227.
60 Ua (V1) ¢l eda) candien AT ) gemn g Sl Hsbi L e (D)
) ¥(Josef Wiesehofer, ancient Persia from 550 bc to 650 ad, (London, 2001),pp. 59-64
) “®(Dandamaev, apolitical history of the achaemenid empire, translated by Vogelsang, (Leiden,
1989), p. 147.
) (Amelie Kuhrt, The Persian Empire, (London, 2007),p. 492.
) ¥8(Daniel Potts, The archaeology of Elam, (Cambridge, 1999), p. 327.
) ¥(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), pp.142-144.
) 3%(Daniel Potts, The archaeology of Elam, (Cambridge, 1999), p. 327.
) *!(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), p.142.
) 3}(Daniel Potts, The archaeology of Elam, (Cambridge, 1999), p. 327.
) *(Amelie Kuhrt, The Persian Empire, (London, 2007),p.493.
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) >>(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953). p. 142.
) 3%(Georgena Herrmann, the early phases of Its trade, V.30.(British,1968), pp.22-26.
) 37(Badres zaman gharib,Sogdian dictionary, (farhangan,1995),P.28.
) 38(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), .P.144.

) 3°(Georgena Herrmann, the early phases of Its trade, V.30.(British,1968).pp.22-26.
) (Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), pp.117-119.
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) $2(Georgena Herrmann, the early phases of Its trade, V.30.(British,1968).pp.22-26.
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) $(Daniel Potts, The archaeology of Elam, (Cambridge, 1999), pp.384-388.

) %4(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), pp.142-144.

) (Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), pp.117-119.

) °(JOHN BOARDMAN, Persia and the west , (Hudson, 2000), pp.156-161.

) ¢’(Mark Garrison and Margaret cool root, Seals on the Persepolis , V.1. (Chicago,2001), .PP.119-
178. See also : Margaret cool Root, the king and kingship in Achaemenid art, (Leiden, 1979),
pp.303-308.

) $8(JOHN BOARDMAN, Persia and the west , (Hudson, 2000), pp.156-161.

) ®(JOHN CURTIS and Nigel Tallis, the world of ancient Persia, (British,2005), P.146.

) "°(Josef Wiesehofer, ancient Persia from 550 bc to 650 ad, (London, 2001), p. 61 .

) "'(lbid, p. 60 .

) "(lbid, pp.61-67 .

) 73(Herodotus , the histories, books, IV, translated by Godley , Harvard University ,pp. 94-96.

) "(Arnaldo Momigliano, Alien Wisdom, the limits of Hellenization, (cambrdige,1975) , pp. 125-
129.

) 7*(Michel Peissel, the discovery of the greek el dorado in the Himalayas, (Harvill, 1984), pp. 73-
75.

) "°(lbid , pp. 169-171.

) 77(Andrew Nichols , Ctesias on india , (London, 2011),p. 9.

) "¥(Klaus Karttunen, India in early greek literature, (Helsinki, 1989),p. 180.

) (Andrew Nichols , Ctesias on india , (London, 2011),p. 9.

) ¥9(David Gordon white, Myth of the dog — man, (Chicago,1991), pp.54-55.

) 81(Aelian, on the characteristics of animals , translated by A.f. Scholfield, Harvard university, pp.
260-262.

) 82(Andrew Nichols , Ctesias on india , (London, 2011),pp. 112-115

) 8(Christopher Tuplin, the Persian empire and the outer world, (Netherland, 2010), p. 153.

) #(Andrew Nichols , Ctesias on india , (London, 2011),p. 61.

) $(Herodotus , the histories, books , 1V, translated by Godley , Harvard University.p.242.

) 8(Andrew Nichols , Ctesias on india , (London, 2011),pp. 47-49.

) ¥(Klaus Karttunen, India in early greek literature, (Helsinki, 1989), pp. 128-131..

) 88(Amelie Kuhrt, The Persian Empire, (London, 2007),pp. 473-475.

) ¥( Ibid, pp. 473-475.

) %UMMANUEL BEKKER, Bibliotheca , (Berlin, 1824), pp. 45-49.

) *1(Pliny the elder, natural history, V.3.translated by H.Rackham , ( Harvard, 1934), p.55.

) ?)(Klaus Karttunen, India in early greek literature, (Helsinki, 1989),pp. 182-185.

) %(Lloyd Llewellyn jones and james Robson, History of Persia and indica, (routledge , 2010),
p.181.

) *(Andrew Nichols , Ctesias on india , (London, 2011),p. 45.

) #(Ernst Herzfeld, Iran in the ancient east, (oxford,1941), pp.272-275.

) %®(Aelian, on the characteristics of animals , translated by A.f. Scholfield, Harvard university,
p.191-193.

) ”7(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), pp. 154-155.

) %%(Ibid, p.154.

) *(Dandamaev and Lukonin, the culture and social in titutions of ancient iran,(Camridge,1989),
p.341.
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) 19%(Mary Boyce, ahistory of Zoroastrianism, V,1.(Brill,1975), p.250-252.
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) 192(1lya Gershevitch, the Avestan hymn to Mithra, (Cambridge, 1959, pp.134-137.
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) '%(Rigveda, translated by Ralph Griffith, the hymns of the Rigveda, V.1.(Benares,1896), p. 382.
) 19(Arthur Berriedale keith, the religion and philosophy of the veda and Upanishads, V.31.(
Harvard, 1925), pp.104-105.
) 1%(E EMILE BENVENISTE , le vocabulaire des V.2.(paris, 1969),pp. 179-184.
) 1%(Henrik Nyberg, Die Religionen des alten Iran, (Leipzig, 1938),pp. 360-36.
) 1%(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), pp. 150-152

) 1%Muhammad A. Dandamayev, A Political History of the Achaemenid Empire, (Brill, 1989), pp.
226-228.

) 1%Mary Boyce, ahistory of Zoroastrianism, V,2.(Brill, 1982), pp. 118-122..
) '"'(Roland kent, old Persian , .(New haven, 1953), p.132.
) ?(George Dumezil, Mitra — Varuna an essay on two indo European, (Newyork, 1988).p.124.

) '3(Ibid, pp. 65-72.

) "%(Martin Haug, Essays on the sacred language, (London, 1916),pp. 272-274.
) 3(Arthur Anthony Macdonell, Vedic Mythology, ( Strassburg, 1897),pp. 54-66.
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