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Abstract:

This study seeks to read Naguib Mahfouz's short story "Al-Hathyan™ ("Delirium™), featured
in his collection Hams al-Jufun ("Whispers of the Eyelids"), through a deconstructive lens. It
undertakes a linguistic deconstruction of the linguistic and semantic structures of the narrative
discourse, addressing the central binaries upon which the text relies—such as presence and absence,
reason and madness, meaning and meaninglessness, and revelation—to examine their mechanisms
of operation and subversion from within the depths of the textual structure.

The research is organized into two sections: the first addresses the emergence and evolution of
deconstruction theory, while the second explores the practical application to the text of "Delirium,"”
revealing the text's capacity to generate multiple meanings that open up avenues of interpretation
and demonstrate the interaction between linguistic elements, thought, and narrative in Naguib
Mahfouz's creative works.

Keywords: Reading, Deconstruction, Delirium, Najib, Eyelids.
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