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Abstract:

In this study, the researcher sought to investigate the relationship between multiculturalism
and social development, and the extent to which this relationship supports the development
trajectory in Iraq. This inquiry was driven by a central question—"What are multiculturalism and
social development, and what is the relationship between them in Iraqi society?"—alongside other
sub-questions addressed within the research problem .

The study aims to achieve the following objectives: defining the concepts of
multiculturalism and social development; analyzing the reality of multiculturalism in Iraqi society;
identifying the challenges hindering the activation of multiculturalism’s role in Iraq; and analyzing
available mechanisms to activate multiculturalism in a way that contributes to achieving social
development in Iraqi society .

Based on the analysis presented throughout the study, the researcher reached a set of
conclusions, which can be summarized as follows
(1) Iraqi society suffers from a lack of cultural consensus; this has contributed to the rise of sub-
identities at the expense of national identity, negatively impacting social cohesion and stability.

(Y) The quota-based system has weakened societal institutions and fostered the growth of financial
and administrative corruption. It has also negatively affected the principle of citizenship, thereby
undermining the foundations of societal development.

(Y)The weakness of identity within society has fostered sectarian-based societal divisions and
eroded the principle of citizenship. These tensions and divisions have had a negative impact on the
development trajectory in Iraq.

(4) Society suffers from a lack of social trust among its various components—a situation that has
contributed to weakening national cohesion, escalating social conflicts, and hindering social
development.

Keywords: Multiculturalism, social development, Iraqi society.
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