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Abstract:

This study, titled "Al-Samin Al-Halabi’s Refutations of Al-Raghib Al-Isfahani (Rad
Kazuhamuhu Al-Tafsir as a Model),” aims to highlight the pivotal role played by authors of
Quranic dictionaries and books on Gharib al-Quran (unfamiliar Quranic vocabulary) in interpreting
Quranic texts.

The research examines the opinions of Al-Raghib Al-Isfahani (d. 502 AH) in his landmark
work, Mufradat Alfaz al-Quran al-Karim, alongside the critiques and refutations offered by Al-
Samin Al-Halabi (d. 756 AH) in his work, ‘Umdat al-Huffaz fi Tafsir Ashraf al-Alfaz. Al-Halabi’s
refutations rely on an interpretive framework grounded in etymological analysis, textual signals,
contextual evidence (gara'in), and core tenets of faith derived from the verses—ultimately arriving
at an exegesis that reveals the underlying divine intent.

Furthermore, this study underscores the meticulous care scholars took toward the Holy Text
and their varying textual orientations. It highlights Al-Halabi’s rigorous engagement with Al-
Isfahani’s views, offering structured, argument-driven critique. The paper specifically examines
five Quranic entries where Al-Halabi repeatedly engages and refutes Al-Isfahani: (Al-Albab, Ayah,
Taleen, Muhkamat, and Al-Masih), throwing light on Al-Halabi’s methodological approach across
these key instances.

Keyword: (response, exegesis/interpretation, verse, people of understanding, soften,
clear/decisive verses, the Messiah)
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