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Abstract:

This research examines the concept of *‘umim* (generality/universality) from the
perspectives of both grammarians and legal theorists (*usiliyytin*). It addresses a semantic topic
concerning the extent to which a linguistic expression encompasses its individual referents, and
how this impacts the understanding of discourse and the determination of intended meaning. The
study aims to elucidate the concept of generality and the methods by which it is conveyed,
identifying the specific terms and syntactic structures that signal it according to grammarians, and
comparing these findings with the principles established by legal theorists in their discussions of the
general (*‘amm®*) and the specific (¥*khass*). The research demonstrates that the signification of
generality arises sometimes from the term itself—such as in words like *kull* (every/all) and
*jami‘* (all/entire)—and at other times from syntactic structure and context, such as an indefinite
noun appearing in a negative context, particularly when accompanied by elements that reinforce its
implication of exhaustiveness. It also reveals that generality is not merely a matter of lexical
signification; rather, its determination involves an interplay of contextual and situational cues
alongside the speaker's intent. A term may be inherently capable of conveying generality, yet a
subsequent cue may specify or restrict its scope. The study reveals that generality is a semantic
phenomenon shared by both grammatical and legal-theoretical disciplines, even though the
perspectives differ in accordance with the nature and objectives of each field. Grammarians focus
on the linguistic and syntactic mechanisms that convey generality, whereas legal theorists focus on
its application in deriving religious rulings and determining the scope of a text's applicability. Thus,
the study of generality is shown to extend beyond the mere identification of linguistic forms; it
encompasses an analysis of the meaning that emerges from the interaction of the term, syntactic
structure, context, supporting cues, and the speaker's intent.

Keywords: Generality, Interpretation, Wording, Context.
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