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Abstract

Clay plagues are among the most significant artistic artifacts providing researchers with
extensive information regarding daily and religious life. They depict deities along with their
symbols and associated priests as well as scenes of conflict. These plaques reveal the specific
appearance, form, and attire of each deity, illustrating a defining characteristic of Mesopotamian
religion: anthropomorphism specifically, the practice of likening gods to humans while
exaggerating certain features ,such as enlarged eyes and heads, horned crowns, and elaborate
garments, Such plaques were particularly abundant during the Old Babylonian period, a time when
religious practices had reached an advanced stage of development. For this study, a selection of
previously unpublished plaques from the Iraqg Museum was chosen; the researcher has described
and analyzed them to identify the specific deities or animals depicted
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