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Abstract

Paradox emerges in the poetry of Jamil Buthayna as an artistic structure that reveals the
profound tension between the concealed and the apparent. This paradox manifests itself on two
significant levels. The first is verbal paradox, which relies on an expressive style grounded in
contrasting meanings. Through suggestion and implication, it appears to convey a particular
meaning while, in reality, concealing its opposite. The second is situational paradox, which is
reflected in the contradiction between the lovers’ desire for union and communication and the
reality that imposes separation, estrangement, and the bitterness of deprivation. Within this
framework, the defining features of “Udhri (chaste) love become evident through experiences of
longing, the severance of the bonds of communication and union, and the postponement of reunion,
while separation itself becomes an inevitable, enduring fate,Accordingly, paradox develops into a
rich semantic and aesthetic device through which the pain of deprivation coexists with the pleasure
of steadfast devotion. It also exposes a duality between two fundamental dimensions of paradox:
chastity, embodied in the lover’s commitment to preserving the beloved’s honor through adherence
to moral values, and boldness, reflected in the lover’s courage to declare and openly express his
love despite prevailing social constraints. Thus, paradox functions as both an aesthetic and semantic
strategy that deepens the experience of ‘Udhri love and endows this poetic tradition with its
distinctive human, psychological, and artistic dimensions.

Keywords: Paradoxes; the poetry of Jamil Buthayna; types of paradox; features of paradox.
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