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Abstract

This study investigates the representation of animals in the poetry of Aws ibn Hajar through
the lens of Cultural Criticism, drawing upon Semiotics and Cultural Anthropology to uncover the
underlying cultural patterns governing their presence in the poetic text. The study aims to explore
the role of animals in constructing tribal identity and representing the collective imagination of pre-
Islamic Arab society. It is based on the premise that animals in Aws ibn Hajar’s poetry function not
merely as descriptive or aesthetic elements, but as active cultural structures through which tribal
values, beliefs, and social ideals are produced and reinforced.

The research examines animals as carriers of tribal values, particularly those associated with
heroism, leadership, mobility, endurance, and social distinction. It also analyzes their contribution
to shaping the tribe’s cultural imagination through their relationship with the desert environment,
their embodiment of collective power, and their transformation from natural beings into symbolic
cultural signs embedded in collective memory.

The study concludes that animals constitute one of the most significant cultural systems in
the poetry of Aws ibn Hajar. Their presence transcends natural description to become a means of
producing cultural meaning and consolidating values such as heroism, honor, authority, and
survival. Furthermore, the research demonstrates the deep interrelationship between humans and
animals in the formation of the pre-Islamic imagination, whereby the image of the animal becomes
a mirror reflecting the tribe’s idealized self-image and a symbolic medium through which the
world, nature, and social relations are interpreted.

Keywords: Animal Representations, Tribal Identity, Aws ibn Hajar, Cultural Criticism , Pre-
Islamic Poetry.
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