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Abstract

The study examines the development of Romanian—Yugoslav rapprochement during the period
1964-1968, against the background of the transformations that took place in relations within the
socialist bloc and the growing Soviet pressure on states that sought to pursue more independent
policies. Despite differences in their political circumstances, Romania and Yugoslavia shared a
number of principles, foremost among them the independence of national decision-making,
sovereignty, equality among socialist states, rejection of external interference, and opposition to
imposing centralized leadership on the communist movement.

A new phase in Romanian-Yugoslav relations began in 1964, when Romania moved more clearly
toward affirming the independence of its policy from the Soviet Union, particularly through the April
1964 Declaration, which affirmed the right of each state to choose its own political and economic
path and rejected the principle of a leading state within the socialist bloc. The Romanian position led
to increased tensions with Moscow, while Yugoslavia provided an important framework for
understanding and rapprochement with Bucharest.

Relations between the two countries also witnessed an increase in contacts, visits, and political
discussions during 1965 and 1966, while mutual confidence between Nicolae Ceausescu and Josip
Broz Tito continued to develop. With the escalation of political developments during 1967 and 1968,
the rapprochement between Bucharest and Belgrade became increasingly connected to their shared
positions regarding the nature of relations within the socialist bloc, particularly the issue of the
independence of communist parties and rejection of centralized leadership of the international
communist movement. The growing Soviet pressure in Eastern Europe also contributed to
strengthening consultation and coordination between the two countries.
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Romanian-Yugoslav rapprochement reached its peak with the Czechoslovak crisis of 1968, which
constituted a test of the two countries’ positions on national sovereignty, political independence, and
external intervention. The crisis led to intensified contacts between the Romanian and Yugoslav
leaderships and demonstrated the existence of common ground in opposing Soviet pressure.

Keywords: Yugoslavia, Romania, Soviet Union.
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