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Abstract:

Tourism planning is a cornerstone of economic development, following the optimal
utilization of tourism attractions to achieve the planning objectives. The Bahr Al-Najaf area
possesses natural assets—pecifically a depression of both natural and historical significance, rich in
livestock resources—and is surrounded by numerous archaeological sites, including churches,
monasteries, temples, and palaces, extending as far as the palaces of the Lakhmids (Al-Manadhira).
Consequently, the Investment Commission has sought to develop the Bahr Al-Najaf area to serve as
an economic base supporting the city's local economy, The depression has been utilized for
agricultural and tourism purposes, with a focus on livestock development; however, administrative
and financial challenges persist. Despite the Investment Commission's ambitions to develop
infrastructure, the current level of development does not match the depression's immense potential.
The research problem centers on the fact that the Bahr al-Najaf area possesses natural and historical
assets that serve as tourism attractions, yet the region requires tourism planning to foster its
development. The area currently experiences steady tourism activity driven by visitors to the city.

Keywords: Tourism product, sustainability, economic base, ecological diversity, strategic projects.
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