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Abstract

This research attempts to elucidate the nature of the dialectical relationship between
autobiographical referentiality and fictionalization in the novels of the Iragi novelist Inam
Kachachi, through the analysis of five narrative works: Al-Nabidha (The Wine), Lorna: Her Years
with Jawad Salim, Tashari, Sawaqgi al-Qulub (Channels of Hearts), and Al-Hafida al-Amirikiyya
(The American Granddaughter). The research stems from a central problematic: How are the
mechanisms of fictionalization and autobiographical referentiality manifested and clarified in these
works? What is the nature of the relationship between them? Is it a relationship of contradiction or
complementarity? The research seeks to transcend the conceptual ambiguity surrounding the term
autofiction by proposing the concept of referential fiction as a more precise procedural framework
for describing these works. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, based on tracing
the narrative passages that indicate fictionalization and autobiographical referentiality in the five
works, and analyzing them in light of the critical concepts foundational to autofiction and the
autobiographical novel, with a strict distinction between narrative techniques and generic concepts.
The research concludes that Kachachi's narrative works do not conform to the strict conditions of
autofiction based on the nominal identity between author, narrator, and character; rather, they
embody a model of referential fiction, where autobiographical referentiality intertwines with
fictionalization in a cohesive narrative fabric. The techniques of fictionalization in them are varied,
ranging from meta-narrative fictionalization, symbolic mythological fictionalization, and the
fictionalization of the absent. As for the methods of autobiographical referentiality, they vary
between documentation with official documents, the retrieval of memory, the employment of the
first-person pronoun, and the documentation of the biography of migration. The works also
highlight a high meta-narrative awareness of the act of writing, and reflect the transformations of
the Iragi self in the age of diaspora and exile, which grants them historical, literary, and social
value. The study proves that the connection between referentiality and fictionalization in Kachachi's
works is not a relationship of contradiction, but rather a relationship of complementarity and
creative interaction, where memory gives imagination its material, and imagination gives memory a
new life.

Keywords: Referential Fiction, Autobiography, Autofiction, Novel, Inam Kachachi.
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