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Abstract:

The study focuses on the central narrative character, i.e. the persona, exploring its
dimensions in terms of social/cultural existence and artistic elements within the novel. The study
analyses the spatial and psychological transformations experienced by “Aunt Camelia”, which
significantly impact her cognitive and constructive personality patterns. regarding the spatial
transformations, the novel portrays a dynamic array of locations that both attract and repel the
protagonist's personality. With each transformation, Aunt Camelia evolves from a tranquil,
submissive individual into a self-empowered persona, shedding burdens along the way. The
language employed in the novel effectively captures and expresses this development. To analyse the
fictional text, the study employs cultural criticism, theories of narrative discourse and Mikhail
Bakhtin's theory of polyphony.

At the psychological level, Aunt Camelia’s character exhibits a cognitive inclination towards
breaking free from traditional social constraints, striving for absolute freedom in actions and
thoughts. These transformations, on both the spatial and psychological planes, entail deviations
from the prevailing social and cultural norms in the protagonist's society, as elucidated in Aunt
Camelia's written memories discovered by her namesake niece.

Keywords: Spectrums of Camelia, polyphony, narrative discourse, narrative characters,
cultural criticism.
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(111) See: Mclaughlin, Joseph, Writing the Urban Jungle: Reading Empire in London from Doyle
to Eliot, op.cit., P. 45.
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