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Abstract:

The outcome of most parliamentary elections in Egypt during the 20th century reflected a general
weakness in the participation of Copts in the parliament, either as candidates or representatives, despite
their population being about 12% of the Egyptian people. Among these elections was the 1995
parliamentary election, which was a significant disappointment for the Copts, as they achieved no
success, even though the campaigns of their candidates were nationalistic rather than sectarian.The
research concluded that the reasons for this outcome were a reflection of a general decline in Coptic
presence in professional and labor unions, sports clubs, and the weak interaction between people of
different religions, which negatively affected electoral engagement among the components of Egyptian
society. Additionally, the appointed representatives by the government in previous sessions had proven
ineffective in defending Copts and advocating for their issues before legislative bodies, which further
alienated Copts from participating in elections. Moreover, the ruling National Democratic Party excluded
them from its candidate lists, and the individual candidate system did not yield good results for the Copts
either. Therefore, the researcher recommends that Copts register themselves in the electoral rolls and
actively participate in every electoral process rather than being passive. They also bear responsibility for
the failure of Coptic candidates or the low number of winners in subsequent elections. The research also
concluded with a call for the church to urge the state to implement democratic systems that would allow
Copts to succeed, similar to the systems that enabled workers and farmers to achieve success in the past.

Keywords:  Copts _ Elections _ Egypt
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