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Abstract:
Tal Afar district enjoys a political geography with local and regional geopolitical dimensions.

On the other hand, a fragile social situation consisting of a diverse ethnic composition, including
three nationalities: A Turkmen, Arab, and Kurdish majority. Also, a religious one as well, as the
Turkmen nationality is divided into Shiite and Sunni Muslims.

To highlight the monitoring of terrorist incidents in the study area. The researcher relied on the
diversity and multiplicity of sources, especially the personal interviews with the media and civil
activists (Jafar Ali Asghar). Also, the Tal Afar volunteer team, who worked to monitor and
document the crimes of Al-Qaeda and ISIS in the study area. That confirms the research hypothesis
about the existence of strategic motives and interests behind the growth of the phenomenon of
terrorism and the expansion of the circle of terrorist operations, and for Al-Qaeda and ISIS. It has a
directed nature within a clear strategy to revive sectarianism as a tactic to penetrate the internal
front and mobilize the targeted elements, and thus it is part of the political geography of division at
the regional level.

Eventually, the operations took on the character of geographical distribution on the basis of ethnic
division. It is taking on a national character confined to the center of the district among the
Turkmen nationality. As for the district’s surroundings, they did not witness terrorist activity except

in the villages like Al-Sharaie, Qizil Qio, Sino, and Umm Al-Shabait.

Keywords : Geopolitical Dimensions, Ethnographic Composition, Ethnic Distribution.
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