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Abstract

Antithetical binaries have been present in Arabic poetry since ancient times, as they are essential
issues that are deeply related to human life and experiences. Perhaps this is what prompted many
researchers to delve into analyzing and studying them. Among the most prominent poets who
frequently employed these binaries in their poetic works is the poet Amr ibn Shas al-Asadi, who
made them a decorative element that deepens the poetic images in his texts. The poet relied on
binaries based on contrast, which are considered pivotal binaries, such as: youth and old age,
closeness and distance, night and day, and other images that highlight the aesthetics of contrast in
their meanings. In addition, the poet discussed through these dualities human issues related to his
daily life, coupled with opposites, as shown in pride and humiliation, generosity and stinginess, as
each duality is not complete in its meaning without its opposite that clarifies its meaning and
deepens its impact. This study came to investigate the antithetical dualities that adorn the poetry of
Amr ibn Shas al-Asadi, and give it rhetorical power and beauty that captivates the listener's ear and
enriches the mind of the recipient. The study relied on the inductive and descriptive analytical
approach to reveal these dualities in his poetry. The research was divided into an introduction and
two main sections, followed by a conclusion that includes the most important results, and a list of
sources and references on which the research was based

Keywords: Antithetical binaries, Arabic poetry, Amr ibn Shas al-Asadi, descriptive study,
poetic contrast
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